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Seventh General Assembly of
ISME

The Seventh General Assembly of ISME was held
in T.K. Palace, Bangkok, Thailand on 22 August
2008. The assembly was jointly organised by
ISME, ITTO, Thailand Environment Institute (TEI)
and Department of Marine and Coastal Resources
(DMCR) of Thailand. ISME was truly honoured
that H.E. Banyin Tangpakorn, Honourable Deputy
Minister of Commerce and the Acting Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand,
was able to find time to grace the occasion and to
deliver his keynote address. ISME was equally
honoured by the presence of H.E. Bannasopis
Mekwichai, Honourable Vice-Governor of Bang-
kok Metropolitan and Dr. Nisakorn Kositrat, Direc-
tor-General of DMCR of Thailand.

Prof. Sanit Aksornkoae, President of TEI, Treas-
urer of ISME and Chairman of the Organising
Committee, welcomed all delegates and partici-
pants. The Opening Session of the assembly
ended with an Opening Address by Prof. Salif E.
Diop, President of ISME.

During the Business Session of the assembly,
election results of the Executive Committee of
ISME were announced. Endorsed by members of
ISME, honorary members of the Executive Com-
mittee for the coming term (2008-2011) will remain
the same as the previous term (2005-2008).

Seventh General Assembly of ISME

and

ITTO/ISME  TEI/DMCR Worksheg

Honourable delegates of the Seventh General Assembly
of ISME held in Bangkok, Thailand on 22 August 2008

President:

Prof. Salif E. Diop (Senegal)
Vice-Presidents:

H.E. Ambassador Noboru Nakahira (Japan)

Prof. Francois Blasco (France)

Dr. Chan Hung Tuck (Malaysia)
Treasurer:

Prof. Sanit Aksornkoae (Thailand)
Executive Secretary:

Prof. Shigeyuki Baba (Japan)

Ms. Nozomi Oshiro was appointed Assistant Ex-
ecutive Secretary by the Executive Committee of
ISME. The next general assembly will be held in
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam in 2011.

ISME/ITTO Workshop

A workshop on Restoration of Mangroves and
other Coastal Forests damaged by Tsunamis and
other Natural Hazards in the Asia-Pacific Region
and Impacts of Global Warming on Mangrove
Ecosystems and their Mitigation Options was held
on 23 August 2008 in conjunction with the Sev-
enth General Assembly of ISME.

The Opening Session of the workshop started with
Welcoming Remarks by Ambassador Noboru Na-
kahira, Vice-President of ISME. This was followed
by Opening Remarks by Dr. Ma Hwan Ok, Pro-
jects Manager, Reforestation and Forest Manage-
ment, ITTO. As Dr. Ma was unable to attend, his
speech was read by Prof. Baba.

About 150 overseas and local participants at-
tended the workshop. UN and Non-Governmental
Organisations represented at the workshop in-
cluded FAO, UNDP, IUCN, TEI, Wetlands Interna-
tional, World Food Program, WWF and Man-
groves for the Future. Local government depart-
ments and universities represented included De-
partment of Marine and Coastal Resources, Na-
tional Research Council of Thailand, Pollution
Control Department, National Economic and So-
cial Development Board, Department of Environ-
ment Quality Promotion, Tourism Development
Board, Chulalongkorn University, Kasetsart Uni-
versity, King Mongkut’s University of Technology
and Mahidol University.



The Technical Session of the workshop started
with a discussion on the progress of the ISME/
ITTO Pre-Project on Guidelines for Restoration of
Mangroves and other Coastal Forests damaged
by Tsunamis and other Natural Hazards in the
Asia-Pacific Region. The discussion was moder-
ated by Dr. H.T. Chan, Coordinator of the Pre-
Project. Technical papers presented during the
workshop included:

Devastation of the 2008 cyclonic storms on man-
grove and other coastal ecosystems in Myanmar
by M.M. Than (Myanmar)

Guidelines on the assessment of mangrove resto-
ration efforts as mitigation to natural hazards:
Thailand’s experiences by N. Paphavasit et al.
(Thailand)

Coastal degradation and rehabilitation in Thailand
by S. Havanond (Thailand)

Coastal vegetation rehabilitation for the mitigation
of coastal hazards — The Malaysian experience by
K.H. Tan & J.E. Ong (Malaysia)
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Impacts of recent natural hazards on mangrove
ecosystems in the Bay of Bengal by F. Blasco &
Y. Auda (France)

Impacts of tsunami on mangroves and other
coastal ecosystems of Solomon Islands by T.
Hiraishi (Japan)

Integrating climate change considerations into
coastal ecosystems management: Early experi-
ences from the Mangroves for the Future (MFF)
Initiative by D. Macintosh (Thailand)

Mangroves and sea level change by J.E. Ong and
K.H. Tan (Malaysia)

Conclusions and Recommendations of the Bang-
kok Workshop by B. Clough (Vietnam)

Sponsors and Organizers of the General Assembly and
Workshop
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GLOMIS is a tool that will be continually develop- |
ing and growing. Input and contributions from
users are essential in order for GLOMIS to in-

crease the functionality and usefulness of this |
tool. Please visit http://www.glomis.com




